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STEPHEN  A.  DOUGLAS 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  was  twenty  years  old  in  1833 
when  he  left  his  native  Vermont  for  the  frontier 
state  of  Illinois,  where  he  arrived  penniless  and 
without  friends.  Within  a  year  Douglas  began 
practicing  law  in  Morgan  County.  The  young 
lawyer  was  a  zealous  admirer  of  Andrew  Jackson 
and  it  was  because  of  his  defense  of  Jackson  that 
the  nickname  of  "The  Little  Giant"  was  given  to 
him. 

From  an  obscure  beginning  in  Illinois  politics, 
Douglas  eventually  became  one  of  the  nation's 
most  influential  men  and  one  of  the  finest  legis¬ 
lators  in  Illinois  history.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  from  1836  to  1837.  In  1837, 
he  was  made  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  in 
Springfield.  Douglas  served  as  Secretary  of  State 
of  Illinois  from  1840  to  1841.  He  was  elected 
to  the  Illinois  Supreme  Court  in  1841  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  post  until  1843  when  he  became 
a  United  States  Congressman.  In  1847,  he  was 
selected  to  represent  the  state  in  the  Senate.  As 
a  senator,  Douglas  was  influential  in  guiding  the 
nation  through  the  turbulent  era  before  the  Civil 
War. 

As  a  "western"  senator,  Douglas  wanted  legisla¬ 
tion  that  would  benefit  both  his  section  and  Illi¬ 
nois.  He  was  an  early  advocate  of  the  trans¬ 
continental  railroad  with  Chicago  as  the  terminus. 
Douglas  fought  for  a  northern  route  even  though 
a  southern  route  through  former  Mexican  territory 
seemed  the  most  logical.  It  was  to  this  end  that 
he  introduced  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  in  1854. 
To  obtain  southern  support  for  his  plan,  Douglas 
allowed  a  rider  to  be  attached  to  the  bill.  The 
rider  proposed  a  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compro¬ 
mise,  which  had  prohibited  the  extension  of 
slavery  north  of  Missouri. 

Northern  opposition  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
Compromise  was  an  unexpected  blow  for  Doug¬ 
las.  The  senator  saw  slavery  as  a  nebulous  issue 
that  would  be  settled  either  by  climatic  conditions 
or  by  popular  sovereignty.  Douglas  was  an  in¬ 
fluencing  factor  behind  the  Compromise  of  1850 
which  provided  for  popular  sovereignty  in  the 
territories.  Under  this  plan  each  territory  was  to 
decide,  by  a  mandate  of  its  voters,  if  slavery 
would  be  acceptable.  Although  sovereignty 
seemed  democratic,  it  failed  in  the  long  run. 
Neighboring  slave  states  and  free  states  would 
send  its  voters  into  the  territory  on  election  day 
to  stuff  the  ballot  box.  Border  warfare  was  also 
a  result  of  the  two  ideologies  trying  to  gain  the 
upper  hand.  The  term  "Bloody  Kansas"  has  been 
used  ever  since  to  depict  the  struggle  that  ensued. 
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Douglas  ran  for 


re-election  to  the  United  States 


Senate  in  1858.  His  opponent  was  a  little  known 
Illinois  politician  named  Abraham  Lincoln.  It  was 
during  this  campaign  that  the  now  famous 
Lincoln-Douglas  Debates  took  place.  The  debates 
offered  each  man  the  opportunity  to  further  ex¬ 
press  his  opinions  about  the  slavery  question. 
Lincoln  was  not  an  abolitionist,  but  he  did  want 
to  stop  slavery  from  spreading  into  new  areas. 
Douglas,  who  had  seen  a  secession  movement 
in  1850,  believed  that  to  prohibit  the  spread  of 
slavery  by  legislation  was  to  invite  civil  war. 


Douglas  won  re-election  in  1858.  The  debates, 
however,  brought  Lincoln  into  national  prom¬ 
inence.  The  two  men  from  Illinois  faced  each 
other  again  in  the  1860  Presidential  election. 
Douglas  had  waited  a  long  time  to  be  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  Presidential  candidate,  but  he  was  de¬ 
feated  because  of  a  badly  divided  party.  After 
Lincoln's  victory,  Douglas  went  south  to  make 
personal  appearances  for  sectional  reconciliation. 
The  times  proved  to  be  too  volatile  and  Douglas 
failed  to  slow  the  secessionist  movement. 


Douglas  had  always  been  a  firm  believer  in  the 
Federal  Union.  When  he  saw  that  he  was  not 
going  to  stop  the  South  from  seceding,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Washington  to  support  Lincoln's  war 
policy. 

The  new  President  was  glad  to  have  Stephen 
Douglas'  assistance,  for  the  senator  was  still 
influential  in  the  old  Northwest.  In  April  1861, 
Lincoln  sent  Douglas  on  a  tour  to  increase  sup¬ 
port  for  the  Union  cause.  Unfortunately,  the 
senator  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some  time 
and  died  June  3,  1861,  in  Chicago.  With  the 
death  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Illinois  lost  a 
statesman  and  Lincoln  lost  a  friend. 


THE  TOMB 

In  October,  following  Douglas'  death,  the  Doug¬ 
las  Monument  Association  was  founded  by  a 
group  of  his  friends.  Leonard  W.  Volk,  a  well 
known  sculptor  who  was  related  to  the  deceased 
by  marriage,  was  commissioned  to  design  the 
monument.  The  site  was  sold  to  the  State  of 
Illinois  by  Douglas'  widow.  After  setbacks  with 
raising  funds  and  losing  Volk's  designs  in  the 
Chicago  Fire  of  1871,  the  monument  was  finally 
completed  on  May  5,  1881.  Approximately  $90,- 
000  was  spent  on  the  tomb,  including  $84,000 
of  the  state's  funds. 

The  96-foot  tall  Douglas  Tomb  has  a  granite  base 
surmounted  by  a  46  foot  column,  which  supports 


a  nine  foot,  nine  inch  high  bronze  figure  of  Doug¬ 
las.  The  tomb  is  adorned  with  symbolic  art  de¬ 
picting  Douglas'  contribution  to  his  state  and 
nation.  There  are  three  other  panels  which  por¬ 
tray  the  advance  of  European  civilization  in 
America.  Behind  the  tomb's  iron  outer  door  can 
be  seen  the  white  Vermont  marble  sarcophagus. 
It  supports  a  bust  of  Douglas  by  Volk.  The  sarco¬ 
phagus  bears  the  following  inscription:  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  born  April  23,  1813,  died  June  3, 
1861,  “Tell  my  children  to  obey  the  laws  and 
uphold  the  Constitution.” 

FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  parks  and  memorials  are  within 
easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State 
Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  the  Division  of 
Education,  Department  of  Conservation,  State 
Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 


Douglas,  taken  about  the  time  of  the 

Lincoln-Douglas  Debates.  Duncan-Ostendorf  Archives 


The  earliest  known  photograph  of  Douglas, 
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Douglas'  Grave 


circa  1842 


Leonard  Volk  working  in  his  studio  on  the  bust  of  Lincoln. 

Douglas'  bust  is  behind  him.  Duncan-Ostendorf  Archives 


Douglas'  Home  in  Chicago. 

His  widow  is  seated  in  the  chair. 
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